5*8                             TESTIMONIES OF AUTHORS
opinion: "Those who have seen these two excellent poems of
"Cooper's Hill, and Windsor Forest, the one written by Sir
"John Denham, the other by Mr. Pope, will shew a great deal
"of candour if they approve of this."
Of the Epistle of E L o i s A , we are told by the obscure writer   5
of a poem called Sawney/ "That because Prior's Henry and
"Emma charm'd the finest tastes, our author writ his Eloise, in
"opposition to it; but forgot innocence and virtue: If you take
"away her tender thoughts, and her fierce desires, all the rest
"is of no value." In which, methinks, his judgment resembleth 10
that of a French taylor on a Villa and gardens by the Thames:
"All this is very fine, but take away the river, and it is good for
"nothing."
But very contrary hereunto was the opinion of
Mr. PRIOR                                       15
himself, saying in his Alma?,
O Abelard! ill fated youth,
Thy tale will justify this truth.
But well I weet thy cruel wrong
Adorns a nobler Poet's song:                                 20
Dan Pope, for thy misfortune griev'd,
With kind concern and skill has weav'd
A silken web; and ne'er shall fade
Its colours: gently has he laid
The mantle o'er thy sad distress,                           25
And Venus shall the texture bless, <3f<?.
Gome we now to his translation of the ILIAD, celebrated by
numerous pens, yet shall it suffice to mention the indefatigable,
Sir RICHARD BLACK:MORE, Kt
Who (tho' otherwise a severe censurer of our author) yet styleth 30
this a "laudable translationV That ready writer
2 written by] by          ,              5 writer] Author
i o resembleth] resembled          14 opinion] judgment______
* Printed 1728, p. 12, <This is a prose paraphrase of Ralph's prosaic blank
verse in Sawney, pp. 11-12. For Ralph, see Biog* App.>
v Alma, Cant. 2. <287-g6.>
w In his Essays, vol. i. printed for E. Curl. <p, vL>